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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 142 


Mint of the United States at Philadelphia, Pa., 
Superintendent’s Office, 
October 30, 1886 


Sir: 


Referring to the letter of the Director of the Mint, of Oct. 29, touching the storage of 
Standard Silver Dollars I have the honor to submit facts and possibilities as follows: 


1. You have room in the Mint vaults proper to store two millions, reckoning Vault No. 6 
as available. That vault should be cleared and lined with steel, when it can be made to 
store five and one-half millions. Its present capacity is four millions. 

2. There remains space (available) in the lower Post-Office vault under your care to 
store about one million seven hundred thousand dollars. 

3. There is a large, unfinished vault in the Post-Office basement. If lined with steel, 
furnished with compartments, divided into two vaults, one above the other, and 
furnished with first class vestibules, that vault could be made to store about ten 
millions. Its location is, however, not desirable, and the responsibility of caring for it 
would be unduly greater than if it were located on the upper floors. 


So much for the facts. The possibilities are- 


1. The storage of coin in the gangways of the new P.O. vaults. Were this permitted, the 
two now in use would accommodate, say, about five millions in addition to the 
compartments. 

2. Each of the P.O. vaults will accommodate a half million more without intruding on 
the gangways. The spaces to the right and left of the vestibules can be utilized if it be 
deemed proper to have any coin stored outside of the compartments. 


The obstruction of gangways in treasure vaults cannot be commended. Not only the 
Custodian but the Treasury agents should always be able to pass on two sides of the treasure, the 
former in order that any bursting of outside bags may be noted, and the latter for the purpose of 
inspection and verification by count. 


Very Respectfully, 
M.H. Cobb 
Cash. 


Hon. Danl. M. Fox, 
Superintendent 


